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Adventure Works Fourth Quarter Earnings Announced
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HOPENETWORKS ANNOUNCES UNDERAGE REALITY 
Legislation Supports High Risk Children Identified in Video

New Orleans LA: HopeNetworks will host a press conference to publicly announce the release of an online video on Thursday, April 17, 2003 at 10 a.m. on the front steps of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, located at 433 Bolivar Street. 

This video identifies alcohol-related risk factors for Louisiana’s youth and families and addresses the problems that law enforcement agencies encounter in their communities. In the past, HopeNetworks and member groups have identified the problems related to alcohol and alcohol related illnesses. HopeNetworks Executive Director Samantha-Hope Atkins says, “The demand for treatment is overwhelming. Only 8% of those in need find available help for their drinking problems. This means, we are seeing generation after generation of untreated alcoholism and high risk drinking.” The press conference will identify solutions to reduce the burden alcohol brings to both communities and families in Louisiana. 

Senate Bill 778 that proposes Parity legislation and House Bill 825 which would establish Mandatory 21 are two bills that if passed, would improve known access to alcohol treatment services and reduce access to Louisiana’s youth.


Parity—mandates healthcare insurance coverage provide insurance coverage for Mental Health and Substance Abuse at the same level as insurance coverage for other medical illnesses.  8% of those who need treatment find available services.  Presently only 32 medical detox beds available, more than 1000 people wait for beds to open up. Most are employed, with no healthcare insurance coverage for Substance Abuse treatment.  State provides 99% of those in need of treatment.


Mandatory 21 --Statewide legislation or local ordinance that would prevent persons 18-20 years of age from entering into bars and lounges where alcohol is the principle commodity sold and can be consumed on the premises. Once inside a bar, drinks are easily passed from adult to youth. And 87 % of voters statewide support Mandatory 21, 75% think it is easy for youth to have access to alcohol once inside a bar, and 71% are concerned that youth are allowed in bars but not allowed to drink SOURCE: THE LOUISIANA POLL, 1998  Alliance to Prevent Underage Drinking


HopeNetworks is a coalition of community advocacy organizations that together, seek to reduce the impact of addiction on Louisiana.  Louisiana spends 1.6 Billion annually on the direct and indirect costs associated with alcohol abuse/addiction.  Treatment and prevention work.  

For more information, please contact Samantha-Hope Atkins or Paul Herring at 888-472-0786 or check out www.hopenetworks.org
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