


Our Kids Matter!!!!!!!!!!!

So does the Law!

We need to clean up our laws, 
and protect our children from 
the number one cause of death 
in our state.



Problems
• Louisiana won’t support harm to our kids any longer.

– 2nd highest rates of DWI fatalities
– Lowest available treatment for families with  alcohol 

problems.
– Top 10 in “Worst” polls

• Teenage Pregnancy
• STD’s
• Domestic Violence
• Criminal behavior

– Alcohol Lobby who buys our policy.
• Laws that are intended to make a difference are not 

enforceable.



• Alcohol is the leading cause of death for Louisiana Youth. 

• Alcohol is involved in roughly 50% of all homicides, suicides, and 
fatal traffic crashes.

• More undergraduates will die from alcohol-related causes than 
will receive advanced degrees.

Source: (AMA)



Current Louisiana Law states that you must be age  21 to drink alcohol

Problem: 18-20 yr olds are breaking the law due to "easy access" 
to alcohol in bars in Louisiana.

Enforcing the Law requires making it 
enforceable!

Loophole

18-20 year old respondents said that 
they or their friends usually get 
alcohol with no ID at
off-campus bars
yes = 66%
no = 23%
don't know = 11%

Campus-Community Coalition for Change
Sub Sample reported to Harvard School of Public Health
LSU students who are between 18-20 years of age cannot be
generalized to that same age group within the entire state of Louisiana,
nor to students of the same age group who are attending other institutions
of higher education in Louisiana.
See 2001 Report for National Comparison
“A Matter of Degree”-10 Universities that report
To Harvard School of Public Health
Nancy I. Mathews, Ed.D
Executive Director
Campus-Community Coalition for Change
Louisiana State University



Facts to Support HB825
• 21  to drink is the Law

• Existing Loophole encourages youth 
to break the existing law.

• Reduces State Spending
– Reduce consumption (minors consume 

20% of all Alcohol sold in LA)
– Reduce the costs of alcohol related 

harm tax payers are already burdened 
with.
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Public Opinion Survey 2003
Should 18-20 year olds be allowed in bars?

Conducted by MultiQuest
INC for the 
Council on Alcohol & Drug 
Abuse
For Greater New Orleans
& the Louisiana Highway 
Safety
Commission



No Excuse to allow harm to community.

• Family health and well being first.
– Can not tolerate alcohol taking our children’s lives.
– Must create responsible policy that can and will be 

enforced.
• Loyalty to harmful industry won’t be tolerated.

– Take the Alcohol Industry’s money, but know we elect 
you.

• Respect for those of us willing to communicate 
our needs and concerns.
– Don’t run out of committee when we speak to you.



Public Support
• New Orleans Area CADA 

report shows 59% say YES 
close the loophole.

• Caddo and Rapides have 
already enacted
(results: lowering the cost of law 
enforcement, healthcare, and loss of life)
– Parents don’t want their kids 

breaking the law.
• Loophole supports breaking the 

law!  



“Alcohol Lobby invests in profits
We invest in our children.”

Gov Mansion:
Picture sent by a young man attending a youth summit to prevent underage 
drinking.

Advocate story 4/9/03

"It's like putting a kid in a 
candy store and telling him 
not to eat the candy," 
Denham Springs High School Senior



Loophole sends wrong message.

• “We know you are getting access 
to alcohol and it is ok to break the 
law”.

• “We don’t care, so why should 
you?”



Louisiana Youth Matter.

“A child who reaches age 21 
without smoking, abusing 
alcohol or using drugs is 
virtually certain never to do so.“

- Joseph A. Califano, Jr., CASA



Healthy Communities
• Academic problems: A clear relationship exists 

between alcohol use and grade-point average among 
college students: students receiving grades of D or F 
drink three times as much as those who earn As. 
[Presley & Meilman, 1996] 

• Risk of physical violence: A national survey of college 
students found that binge drinkers were 3.5 times more 
likely than their non-binging counterparts to have been a 
victim of physical violence. [Presley et al., 1997]

• Risk of sexual victimization: Three-fourths of college 
students who were victims of unwanted sexual 
intercourse said they were drinking or using other drugs 
when they were victimized. [Presley, et al., 1997] 



Give College kids a chance.
• The brain does not 

finish developing until 
a person is around 20 
years old, and one of 
the last regions to 
mature is intimately 
involved with the 
ability to plan and 
make complex 
judgments. 
(Swartzwelder, 1998) 



People                Alcohol Lobby
• Save young lives

– Reduce Access to alcohol.
– Reduce overall highway fatalities.
– Increase  enforcement of existing 

laws.
• Reduce Alcohol’s Costs to tax 

payers.
– More than $750 million in direct 

costs.
– 2.9 Billion in indirect costs.

• Support improving growth of 
healthier communities.

• Reduce Alcohol Industry Profits by 
reducing illegal sales.
– Those under 21 make up 20% of 

purchases.
• Support youth in breaking the law

– That is their job.
• Support shows Alcohol Lobby’s 40 

year “control” over the legislature.
• Support continued harm to youth

– Deaths
– Brain damage
– Alcoholism
– Teen Pregnancy
– Criminal behavior



Alcohol related problems in life.
• The younger a person begins using alcohol, the 

greater the chance of developing alcohol dependence 
or abuse some time in their life. 
– Of those who begin drinking at age-18, 16.6% subsequently 

are classified with alcohol dependence and 7.8% with alcohol 
abuse. 

– If a person waits until age-21 before taking their first drink, 
these risks decrease by over 60%.

Grant, BF and DA Dawson, “Age of Onset of Alcohol Use and Its Association with DSM-IV Alcohol Abuse and Dependence: 
Results from the National Longitudinal Alcohol Epidemiologic Study,” Journal of Substance Abuse, 9:103-110, 1997. 


